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UNCLASSIFIED POSS DUPE 
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ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 

NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-15 OMB-01 

SCCT-01 SAM-01 /072W 

079720 

R 231237Z SEP 75 
FM AMCONSUL BELFAST 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1033 
INFO AMEMBASSY DUBLIN 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
USNAVCOMMSTA LONDONDERRY 

UNCLAS BELFAST 297 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, U.K. (N.I.) 

SUBJECT: BOMB ASSAULT THROUGHOUT PROVINCE 

1 . EIGHTEEN BOMBS WERE PLANTED THROUGHOUT NORTHERN IRELAND 

IN 22 HOURS PERIOD SEPT. 22. EXPLOSION ON TRAIN ONE MIL 

NORTH OF BORDER HAS BLOCKED MAIN DUBLIN TO BELFAST RAIL LINE, 

THREE ELECTRICITY PYLONS IN SOUTH ARMAGH CARRYING NORTH-SOUTH 
GRID DEMOLISHED AND TWO ROYAL ULSTER CONSTABULARY FULL-TIME 
RESERVISTS WERE MUTILATED IN PORTADOWN BLAST. THERE FEW HUMAN 
CASUALTIES BUT PROPERTY DAMAGE ENORMOUS. TIMETABLE AND LOCATIONS 
AS FOLLOWS: 

12.45 - BLAST AT STEWARTSTOWN 
8.07 - EXPLOSION IN PORTADOWN 

9.00 - EXPLOSION IN OMAGH 

9.04 - EXPLOSION IN DUNGANNON 
10.35 - EXPLOSION IN MAGHERAFELT 

13.45 - EXPLOSION IN COAGH 

16.15 - EXPLOSION IN LONDONDERRY 

17.00 - BOMB DEFUSED AT BALLINDERRY, CO. TYRONE 

17.00 - THREE EXPLOSIONS AT ELECTRICITY PYLONS NEAR CROSSMAGLEN 

17.20 - BOMB IN LONDONDERRY DETONATED BY ARMY 
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17.20 - EXPLOSION IN BELFAST 

17.20 - BOMB DEFUSED IN LURGAN 
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17.40 - EXPLOSION IN BELFAST 

17.45 - EXPLOSION IN BELFAST 

18.52 - EXPLOSION IN TRAIN AT KILNASAGGART 

19.00 - EXPLOSION IN BELFAST 

21.35 - EXPLOSION IN BALLYGAWLEY 

22.20 - EXPLOSION IN BELFAST 

2. PROVISIONAL IRA HAS CLAIMED RESPONSIBILITY FOR ABOUT 
HALF THE BOMBS INCLUDING ALL THOSE IN BELFAST. MOST OF LATER 
TIMED CREATE MAXIMUM DISRUPTION AND ATTRACT MAXIMUM ATTENTION. 
PROVISIONALS HAVE DECLARED BOMBINGS WERE IN RETALIATION FOR 
HARASSMENT NATIONAL POPULATION BY SECURITY FORCES. 

3. MOST OBSERVERS BELFAST BELIEVE PROVISIONALS DO NOT RPT 
NOT INTEND END CEASEFIRE NOW. THERE NO RPT NO EXPLOSIONS 
REPORTED FOR SEPT. 23 AS OF NOON LOCAL TIME. MOST POPULAR 

THEORY FOR MOTIVE COORDINATED ATTACKS SEPT. 22 IS THAT PROVISIONALS 
THEREBY APPLYING PRESSURE ON SECRETARY OF STATE REES TO COUNTER 
T HAT FROM LOYALISTS (AND PERHAPS CONSERVATIVE PARTY) FOR TOUGHER 
SECURITY MEASURES. THERE CONSENSUS BELFAST COMMENTATORS AND 
ANALYSTS THAT ORDERS FOR ATTACKS CAME FROM DUBLIN IRA HEADQUARTERS. 
PRESUMABLY ONE-DAY BLITZ INTENDED REMIND REES OF IRA POTENTIONAL. 

4. SECURITY FORCES ESTIMATE TOTAL EIGHT HUNDRED POUNDS OF 
EXPLOSIVES USED IN ALL ATTACKS. THIS IS IMPRESSIVE DISPLAY OF 
PROVISIONAL MANUFACTURING AND DELIVERY CAPABILITIES. WHILE 
SECURITY MEASURES SUCH AS ROAD BLOCKS OBSERVABLY INCREASED 
BELFAST SEPT. 23 MOST OBSERVERS BELIEVE SECSTATE REES WILL 

NOT RPT NOT IMMEDIATELY REVERSE SECURITY POLICIES TO END RELEASE 
DETAINEES OR MOVE FORCES INTO STRENGTH INTO NATIONALIST AREAS TO 
RESUME MASS SEARCH AND INTERROGATION TACTICS. THESE ACTIONS 
WOULD ALIENATE CATHOLIC POPULATION, MAKE PROVISIONALS MORE 
WELCOME IN CATHOLIC AREAS AND FURNISH EXCUSE OR PROVOCATION FOR 
PROVISIONALS TO ESCALATE STEP-BY-STEP VIOLENCE TO RESUMPTION 
FULL SCALE HOSTILITIES. ONE IMMEDIATE PROBLEM FOR GOVERNMENT 
POLICY MAKERS WILL BE PREVENT PROTESTANT PARAMILITARY GROUPS 
FROM RETALIATING. THIS RETALIATION COULD BE DIRECTED AGAINST 
TARGETS IN REPUBLIC. WILLIAM CRAIG OF VANGUARD UNIONISTS WHO 
CLOSE TO ULSTER DEFENSE ASSOCIATION AND OTHERS HAS ALREADY VOICED 
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HOPE THAT PARAMILITARIES WOULD ""COOL IT.” " HE INDICATED 

CLEARLY HOWEVER EXPECTATION GOVERNMENT WOULD TAKE STRONG MEASURES 

AGAINST PROVISIONALS. 

SPICER 
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